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TOURISM AWARDS CALLING ON THE STATE’S BEST OPERATORS

The hunt to find the State’s best tourism operators has begun, with nominations for the prestigious South Australian Tourism Awards now open.

Tourism Minister Jane Lomax-Smith, who is launching the awards today, says the Awards process helps the State achieve tourism product that is second-to-none.

“It fosters better business practices across the board – from five star international hotels to B&Bs and backpacker hostels,” she says.

“Furthermore, the Awards recognise and promote excellence within the tourism industry, highlighting the value of tourism and reinforcing consumer confidence.

“Most winners go on to contest their category at a national level.”

A new category will be introduced this year – The Sustainable Tourism Award.

“This demonstrates that the industry and the State Government want South Australia to be a world leader in sustainable tourism,” Minister Lomax-Smith says.

 “While the concept of sustainability underpins all of the tourism award categories in some way, there is no award that specifically rewards excellence in this area.

“We want operators to exemplify the State Tourism Plan’s vision for economic, social and environmentally sustainable tourism.

“This new award’s criteria has been designed to recognise operators that provide a distinctive, cutting edge facility or service in any location where importance is given to the principles of sustainability,” she says.

In total, there are 32 categories to enter this year including tour/transport operators, wineries, tourism retailing, restaurants, events, awards for outstanding individuals, B&Bs, luxury hotels, backpacker accommodation and more.

Nominations close on 24 June and submissions are due by 22 August. The Awards Presentation and Gala Dinner will be held on Friday 11 November at the Adelaide Convention Centre.
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For further information contact Leah Manuel on 8463 3472 or 0422 006 647


